
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6227 June 8, 2005 
S. RES. 153 

At the request of Mr. SESSIONS, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 153, a resolution expressing the 
support of Congress for the observation 
of the National Moment of Remem-
brance at 3:00 p.m. local time on this 
and every Memorial Day to acknowl-
edge the sacrifices made on the behalf 
of all Americans for the cause of lib-
erty. 

S. RES. 155 
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the 

names of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN), the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. CORZINE), the Senator from 
California (Mrs. BOXER), the Senator 
from Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI), the 
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Florida 
(Mr. NELSON) were added as cosponsors 
of S. Res. 155, a resolution designating 
the week of November 6 through No-
vember 12, 2005, as ‘‘National Veterans 
Awareness Week’’ to emphasize the 
need to develop educational programs 
regarding the contributions of veterans 
to the country. 

f 

INTRODUCED BILLS 
JUNE 7, 2005 

By Mr. AKAKA: 
S. 1176. A bill to improve the provi-

sion of health care and services to vet-
erans in Hawaii, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

S. 1176 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Neighbor Is-
lands Veterans Health Care Improvements 
Act of 2005’’. 
SEC. 2. VET CENTER ENHANCEMENTS. 

(a) ADDITIONAL COUNSELORS FOR CERTAIN 
CLINICS.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall assign an additional counselor to each 
vet center as follows: 

(1) The vet center on the Island of Maui, 
Hawaii. 

(2) The vet center in Hilo, Hawaii. 
(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW VET CENTER.— 

The Secretary shall establish and operate a 
new vet center on the Island of Oahu, Ha-
waii, at a location to be selected by the Sec-
retary. 

(c) VET CENTER DEFINED.—In this section, 
the term ‘‘vet center’’ means a center for the 
provision of readjustment counseling and re-
lated mental health services for veterans 
under section 1712A of title 38, United States 
Code. 
SEC. 3. HEALTH CARE CLINICS. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF CLINICS.— 
(1) SATELLITE CLINICS.—The Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs shall establish and operate 
a satellite health care clinic at a location se-
lected by the Secretary on each island as fol-
lows: 

(A) The Island of Lanai, Hawaii. 
(B) The Island of Molokai, Hawaii. 
(2) MEDICAL CARE CLINIC.—The Secretary 

may establish and operate a medical care 
clinic at a location selected by the Secretary 
on the west side of the Island of Kauai, Ha-
waii. 

(b) ELEMENTS OF SATELLITE CLINICS.—Each 
satellite clinic established under subsection 
(a)(1) shall include— 

(1) a vet center, which shall provide read-
justment counseling and related mental 
health services for veterans under section 
1712A of title 38, United States Code; and 

(2) a community based outpatient clinic 
(CBOC), which shall provide to veterans— 

(A) the medical services and other health- 
care related services provided by community 
based outpatient clinics operated by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs; and 

(B) such other care and services as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate. 

(c) STAFFING AND OTHER RESOURCES.— 
(1) SATELLITE CLINICS.—(A) The staff of the 

satellite clinics established under subsection 
(a)(1) shall be derived from staff of the vet 
center, and of the community based out-
patient clinic, on the Island of Maui, Hawaii, 
who shall be assigned by the Secretary to 
such satellite clinics under this section. In 
making such assignments, the Secretary 
may not reduce the size of the staff of the 
vet center, or of the community based out-
patient clinic, on the Island of Maui below 
its size as of the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

(B) Each satellite clinic established under 
subsection (a)(1) shall have a computer sys-
tem of nature and quality equivalent to the 
computer systems of the community based 
outpatient clinics operated by the Depart-
ment, including the capability to conduct 
medical tracking. 

(C) Each satellite clinic established under 
subsection (a)(1) shall have appropriate tele-
medicine equipment. 

(2) MEDICAL CARE CLINIC.—The medical care 
clinic established under subsection (a)(2) 
shall have such staff as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate for its activities. 

(d) HOURS OF OPERATION.— 
(1) SATELLITE CLINICS.—Each satellite clin-

ic established under subsection (a)(1) shall 
have hours of operation each week deter-
mined by the Secretary. The number of 
hours so determined for a week shall consist 
of a number of hours equivalent to not less 
than three working days in such week. 

(2) MEDICAL CARE CLINIC.—The medical care 
clinic established under subsection (a)(2) 
shall have such hours of operation as the 
Secretary considers appropriate for its ac-
tivities. 
SEC. 4. LONG-TERM CARE. 

(a) MEDICAL CARE FOSTER PROGRAM.—The 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish 
and operate on the Island of Oahu, Hawaii, a 
medical care foster program. The program 
shall be established utilizing as a model the 
Medical Care Foster Program at the Center 
Arkansas Veterans Health Care System of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

(b) ADDITIONAL CLINICAL STAFF FOR NON-IN-
STITUTIONAL LONG-TERM CARE.— 

(1) ASSIGNMENT OF STAFF.—The Secretary 
shall assign to the community based out-
patient clinics (CBOCs) of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs referred to in paragraph (2) 
such additional clinical staff as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate in order to en-
sure that such clinics provide non-institu-
tional long-term care for veterans in accord-
ance with the provisions of subtitle A of title 
I of the Veterans Millennium Health Care 
and Benefits Act (Public Law 106–117) and 
the amendments made by such provisions. 
Such additional clinical staff shall include a 
home health nurse. 

(2) COVERED COMMUNITY BASED OUTPATIENT 
CLINICS.—The community based outpatient 
clinics referred to in this paragraph are the 
community based outpatient clinics as fol-
lows: 

(A) The community based outpatient clinic 
in Hilo, Hawaii. 

(B) The community based outpatient clinic 
on the Island of Kauai, Hawaii. 

(C) The community based outpatient clinic 
in Kona, Hawaii. 

(D) The community based outpatient clinic 
on the Island of Maui, Hawaii. 
SEC. 5. MENTAL HEALTH CARE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH 
CENTER.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall establish and operate in Hilo, Hawaii, 
at an appropriate location selected by the 
Secretary, a new center for the provision of 
mental health care and services to veterans. 

(b) CARE AND TREATMENT AVAILABLE 
THROUGH CENTER.—The mental health center 
established under subsection (a) shall pro-
vide the following: 

(1) Day mental health care and treatment. 
(2) Outpatient mental health care and 

treatment. 
(3) Such other mental health care and 

treatment as the Secretary considers appro-
priate. 

(c) STAFF.—The mental health center es-
tablished under subsection (a) shall have as 
its staff a drug abuse counselor, a nurse 
practitioner, and such other staff as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate for its activi-
ties. 
SEC. 6. STUDY ON ACCESS TO SPECIALIZED CARE 

AND FEE-BASIS CARE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-

erans Affairs shall carry out a study of the 
demand for, and access to, specialized care 
and fee-basis care from the Department of 
Veterans Affairs for veterans on the neigh-
bor islands of Hawaii, including whether or 
not the specialized care or fee-basis care, as 
the case may be, available to veterans from 
the Department on the neighbor islands is 
adequate to meet the demands of veterans 
for such care. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than six months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives a report on the 
study required by subsection (a). The report 
shall set forth the results of the study and 
include such recommendations for legisla-
tive or administrative action as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate in light of the 
study. 
SEC. 7. CONSTRUCTION OF MENTAL HEALTH 

CENTER AT TRIPLER ARMY MED-
ICAL CENTER, HAWAII. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF MAJOR MEDICAL FA-
CILITY PROJECT.—The Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs may carry out a major medical facil-
ity project for the construction of a mental 
health center at Tripler Army Medical Cen-
ter, Hawaii, in the amount of $10,000,000. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be 

appropriated to the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs for fiscal year 2006 for the Construc-
tion, Major Projects, account, $10,000,000 for 
the project authorized by subsection (a). 

(2) LIMITATION.—The project authorized by 
subsection (a) may only be carried out 
using— 

(A) funds appropriated for fiscal year 2006 
pursuant to the authorization of appropria-
tions in paragraph (1); 

(B) funds appropriated for Construction, 
Major Projects, for a fiscal year before fiscal 
year 2006 that remain available for obliga-
tion; and 

(C) funds appropriated for Construction, 
Major Projects, for fiscal year 2006 for a cat-
egory of activity not specific to a project. 

(c) FACILITIES.—The facilities at the men-
tal health center authorized to be con-
structed by subsection (a) shall include resi-
dential rehabilitation beds for patients with 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and 
such other facilities as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate. 
SEC. 8. FUNDING. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
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Secretary of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 
2006 such sums as may be necessary to carry 
out sections 2 through 6. 

(b) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appropriated 
pursuant to the authorization of appropria-
tions in subsection (a) shall be available only 
to carry out sections 2 through 6. 

(c) CONSTRUCTION WITH OTHER FUNDING FOR 
HEALTH CARE FOR VETERANS IN HAWAII.—It is 
the sense of Congress that the amount au-
thorized to be appropriated by subsection (a) 
for fiscal year 2006 should— 

(1) supplement amounts authorized to be 
appropriated to the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs for that fiscal year for health care for 
veterans in Hawaii for activities other than 
those specified in sections 2 through 6; and 

(2) not result in any reduction in the 
amount that would have been appropriated 
to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for that 
fiscal year for health care for veterans in Ha-
waii for such activities had the amount in 
subsection (a) not been authorized to be ap-
propriated. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. OBAMA: 
S. 1194. A bill to direct the Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission to establish 
guidelines and procedures for tracking, 
controlling, and accounting for indi-
vidual spent fuel rods and segments; to 
the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, today I 
introduce a bill that is long overdue 
and would require American nuclear 
power plants to follow the same proce-
dures that we would like to impose on 
nuclear power plants in other coun-
tries. 

Each year, the Nation’s nuclear 
power plants produce over 2,000 metric 
tons of spent fuel, which is the used 
fuel that is periodically removed from 
nuclear reactors. According to the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office, GAO, 
spent nuclear fuel is ‘‘one of the most 
hazardous materials made by humans.’’ 
Within minutes, the intense radiation 
in the fuel can kill a person without 
protective shielding; in smaller doses, 
the fuel can cause cancer. 

In the hands of terrorists, such high-
ly radioactive materials, when coupled 
with conventional explosives, could be 
turned into a dirty bomb that could 
pose a critical threat to public safety. 

In April of this year, GAO issued a 
report concluding that ‘‘[n]uclear 
power plants’ performance in control-
ling and accounting for spent nuclear 
fuel has been uneven.’’ In recent years, 
three U.S. nuclear power plants—Mill-
stone, Vermont Yankee, and Humboldt 
Bay—have reported missing spent fuel. 
The Millstone fuel was never located, 
the Vermont Yankee fuel was located 
three months later in a different loca-
tion, and the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission (NRC) is still investigating the 
missing Humboldt Bay fuel. In all 
three cases, the missing spent fuel had 
been contained in loose fuel rods or 
fuel rod segments. 

Currently, NRC provides little or no 
guidance on how nuclear power plants 
should conduct physical inventories of 

their spent fuel or how they must con-
trol, store, and account for loose spent 
fuel rods and fragments. NRC also does 
not conduct routine inspections to 
monitor compliance with regulations 
relating to spent fuel. 

As a result of its investigation, GAO 
made a series of recommendations for 
how NRC should improve its regulation 
and oversight. My bill—the Spent Nu-
clear Fuel Tracking and Account-
ability Act—would implement those 
recommendations and require NRC to 
establish: 1. specific and uniform guide-
lines for tracking, controlling, and ac-
counting for spent fuel rods or seg-
ments; and 2. uniform inspection proce-
dures to verify compliance with these 
guidelines. Within six months, NRC 
would be required to report to Congress 
on its progress in establishing these 
guidelines. 

Tracking spent nuclear material used 
in the United States is just as impor-
tant as tracking spent nuclear mate-
rial in the former Soviet Union. This is 
a common-sense solution to an impor-
tant problem. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
measure. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
text of the bill be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the bill was 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as 
follows: 

S. 1194 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Spent Nu-
clear Fuel Tracking and Accountability 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SPENT FUEL RODS. 

(a) GUIDELINES.—Not later than 260 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission shall estab-
lish— 

(1) specific and uniform guidelines for 
tracking, controlling, and accounting for in-
dividual spent fuel rods or segments at nu-
clear power plants, including procedures for 
conducting physical inventories; and 

(2) uniform inspection procedures to verify 
any action taken by a nuclear power plant to 
implement those guidelines. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission shall submit 
to Congress a report describing the progress 
of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission in es-
tablishing the guidelines under subsection 
(a). 

By Mr. STEVENS (for himself and 
Mr. INOUYE) (by request): 

S. 1195. A bill to provide the nec-
essary authority to the Secretary of 
Commerce for the establishment and 
implementation of a regulatory system 
for offshore aquaculture in the United 
States Exclusive Economic Zone, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, by re-
quest of the Administration, Senator 
INOUYE and I introduce today the ‘‘Na-
tional Offshore Aquaculture Act of 

2005’’, a bill to provide the regulatory 
framework for the development of 
aquaculture in the United States Ex-
clusive Economic Zone (EEZ). Concur-
rently, we have introduced an amend-
ment to this bill to allow coastal 
States to decide whether or not they 
want offshore aquaculture in the EEZ 
off that State’s coastline. We are co-
sponsoring Senator SNOWE’s amend-
ment to strike the Jones Act waiver 
for vessels supporting offshore aqua-
culture facilities contained in the Ad-
ministration’s bill. I am also a cospon-
sor of Senator INOUYE’s amendment to 
better clarify language that environ-
mental protections apply. As we review 
the Administration’s measure in detail, 
there may be additional amendments 
offered to this bill and I look forward 
to working with my colleagues to ad-
dress any concerns with the legisla-
tion. 

By Mr. CORZINE (for himself and 
Mr. LAUTENBERG): 

S. 1196. A bill to provide for disclo-
sure of fire safety standards and meas-
ures with respect to campus buildings, 
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

Mr. CORZINE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the ‘‘Campus Fire 
Safety Right-to-Know Act of 2005’’. I 
first introduced this legislation in the 
l07th Congress in response to a tragic 
fire at New Jersey’s Seton Hall Univer-
sity that claimed the lives of three stu-
dents and injured more than fifty oth-
ers. This legislation is designed to curb 
the epidemic of dangerous college cam-
pus fires. 

Since the Seton Hall fire, campus 
fires have continued to take the lives 
of our college students and their fami-
lies. According to the Center for Cam-
pus Fire Safety, more than 75 fire-re-
lated deaths have occurred in student 
housing at colleges across the country 
since January of 2000. Campus fires 
have claimed lives in nearly half the 
States of this Nation, from New Jersey 
to Texas, Indiana to Pennsylvania, and 
Ohio to right here in Washington, DC. 
This legislation will finally bring to 
light the extent of this tragic danger 
facing our Nation’s best and brightest. 

The ‘‘Campus Fire Safety Right-to- 
Know Act’’ requires disclosure of fire 
safety information on campuses as well 
as a report from the Secretary of Edu-
cation to Congress on the depth of the 
problem and possible solutions. The 
bill implements the same procedure 
that requires schools to disclose crime 
statistics and other safety information. 
While the bill does not mandate col-
leges to upgrade their systems, it does 
offer a powerful incentive for them to 
do so by providing prospective students 
and their parents the opportunity to 
review and compare the quality and 
record of fire safety protections at all 
colleges and universities. 

Only 35 percent of university-spon-
sored student housing that suffer fires 
are equipped with sprinkler systems. 
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